Big South Capsules

Charleston Southern Buccaneers
Location: Charleston, SC
Stadium: CSU Stadium (4,000)

Head Coach: Jay Mills (34-33 at CSU, 37-54 overall)

Who’s Back: RB Antwan Ivey, WR Tim Jones, LB Andrew McKain, PK John Paglia, WR/KR Gerald Stevenson
Who’s Gone: OL Alex Bragg, DL Jake Killeen, LB Josh Mitchell, WR Markus Murry, QB Tribble Reese, DL Justin Witzmann
Last Year: 7-5/3-2 – Home wins down the stretch lifted Bucs to third winning season in last four.
This Year: 4-7/1-4 – If they can produce a few breaks here and there, this Bucs team could surprise.
Fun Fact: More players – 41 total – on the Charleston Southern roster come from Florida than any other state. They will receive a homecoming of sorts twice this season as the Buccaneers play at Florida and at South Florida.
Coastal Carolina Chanticleers
Location: Conway, SC
Stadium: Brooks Stadium (7,322)

Head Coach: David Bennett (45-23 at CCU, 108-40 overall)

Who’s Back: LB Derrick Frasier, QB Zach MacDowall, DL Phillip Oboh, WR Brandon Whitley, WR Marquel Willis
Who’s Gone: RB Jamie Fordham, OL Britt Leggett, LB D. J. Rice, WR Trent Usher
Last Year: 6-6/1-4 – Not enough big plays when needed as Chants suffered worst Big South finish. 
This Year: 6-5/2-3 – Like all of this year’s Big South teams, Coastal could finish anywhere between, well, first and last.
Fun Fact: In their six-year history, the Chanticleers have accumulated a strong 25-10 home-field record with two unbeaten seasons at home. They have a legitimate shot at a 5-0 home record this year.
Gardner-Webb Runnin’ Bulldogs
Location: Boiling Springs, NC
Stadium: Spangler Stadium (9,000)

Head Coach: Steve Patton (77-54 at GWU, 107-77-1 overall)

Who’s Back: LB Mario Brown, PK Ryan Gates, CB Cedric McGowan, LB Marty Patterson, WR James Perry III, LB Jeffrey Williams
Who’s Gone: QB Devin Campbell, WR Dobson Collins, DB Daniel Cooke, OT Demario Deese
Last Year: 5-6/2-3 – Just a little bit more at Charleston Southern and Georgia Tech and the Dogs would have had their best season 2003.
This Year: 7-4/4-1 – Gardner-Webb has the defense and the skill players on offense to finally break through.
Fun Fact: Gardner-Webb is the only Big South football program whose head coach – Steve Patton – has been at the helm for every Big South season (2009 will be the eighth).
Liberty Flames
Location: Lynchburg, VA
Stadium: Williams Stadium (12,000)

Head Coach: Danny Rocco (24-10 at Liberty and overall)

Who’s Back: QB/RB/WR Mike Brown, RB B. J. Hayes, DB Chris Rocco
Who’s Gone: WR/KR Dominic Bolden, WR Jonathan Crawford, LB Nick Hursky, RB Rashad Jennings, QB Brock Smith
Last Year: 10-2/5-0 – Despite wins over Youngstown State and Elon, Flames were doused on Selection Sunday.
This Year: 7-4/3-2 – They’ll be good, but replacing all of the stars lost last two years will prove a little too much.
Fun Fact: In 36 seasons of football, Liberty has had two sets of three-straight winning seasons – 1988 through 1990 and 2006 to 2008. A winning record in 2009 would create the first four-year run.
Presbyterian College Blue Hose
Location: Clinton, SC

Stadium: Bailey Memorial Stadium (6,500)

Head Coach: Harold Nichols (First year at Presbyterian and overall)

Who’s Back: DB Justin Bethel, LB Chris Bowman, QB Brandon Miley, QB Tim Webb
Who’s Gone: WR Terrance Butler, WR Brandon Clark, DL Adam McKinney, DB Anthony McKnight, LB Antwan Thomas
Last Year: 4-8 – Tougher FCS schedule, especially on the road, showed in the final numbers.
This Year: 1-10/0-6 – New regime may find the going tough for a while.
Fun Fact: The list of coaches who have served on a PC football staff over the program’s 95 years includes the late Bo Schembechler, the Michigan legend who once served as an assistant coach at the Clinton, SC, school.
Stony Brook Seawolves
Location: Stony Brook, NY
Stadium: Kenneth P. LaValle Stadium (8,136)

Head Coach: Chuck Priore (16-17 at Stony Brook, 55-26 overall)

Who’s Back: RB Conte Cuttino, RB Edwin Gowins, QB Dayne Hoffman, DB Chris Richards, LB Tyler Santucci
Who’s Gone: OL Steve Council, WR Dwayne Eley, DL James Harris, OL Lawrence Lovell
Last Year: 5-6/3-2 – New football member came on strong at the end to tie for second in the league.
This Year: 5-6/3-2 – Seawolves have enough muscle to challenge for the conference crown.
Fun Fact: Of its 11 2009 opponents, Stony Brook has played the first one – Hofstra – more often (13 times) than the other 10 opponents combined (eight times).
VMI Keydets
Location: Lexington, VA
Stadium: Alumni Memorial Field at Foster Stadium (10,000)

Head Coach: Sparky Woods (4-7 at VMI, 66-54-5 overall)

Who’s Back: RB Howard Abegesah, OL James Boatwright, LB A. J. Gross, OL George Handler, QB Tim Maypray
Who’s Gone: LS/TE Travis Ludden, LB Jacob Rochester
Last Year: 4-7/1-4 – Under Woods, Keydets ended Big South losing streak that had stretched into four seasons.
This Year: 5-6/2-3 – VMI will continue to progress, and ground-oriented attack will be difficult to stop.
Fun Fact: VMI has compiled a 262-168-15 record at home, and its 4-2 home record in 2008 was its best since 2003.

